
BEAD Challenge Weekly Office Hours
July 18th, 2024

Presented by the Office of Broadband Development



Today's 
Agenda

Today’s agenda:

• Where we are at in the 
BEAD program and 
BEAD Challenge timeline

• Updates

• Challenge portal demo 
from AppGeo

• Additional resources

• Questions?



BEAD Program

mn.gov/deed

November 15, 
2021: IIJA signed 
into law

May 16, 2022: 
BEAD Notice of 
Funding 
Opportunity 
(NOFO) issued

May 30, 2023: FCC 
issues new 
broadband data 
maps which are 
basis for BEAD 
funding

June 26, 2023: 
State/Eligible 
Entities funding 
allocations 
announced by 
NTIA

July 12, 2023: 
Minnesota submits 
BEAD Five Year 
Action Plan

Vol. 2 under review by NTIA (expect approval by Fall 2024)
• 365 days after Vol. 2 is approved, Minnesota's Final Proposal is due 

(contains selected subgrantees)--Fall 2025
• NTIA must approve Minnesota's Final Proposal before contracts can 

be executed—Fall/Winter 2025?
• Upon fully executed contracts, subgrantees (broadband providers) 

have 4 years to build network and deliver broadband service (2030?)

December 22, 
2023: Minnesota 
Submits Initial 
Proposal Vol. 1 and 
Vol. 2

May 29, 2024: 
NTIA approves 
Minnesota's 
Initial Proposal 
Vol. 1

BEAD Challenge Process, July 22nd-October 21st  



BEAD Challenge Timeline

mn.gov/deed

July 15th-July 21st:
BEAD Challenge Portal opens, pre-registration begins

July 22nd-August 21st
30-day BEAD Challenge Window

August 22nd-September 20th
30-day BEAD Rebuttal window. Rebuttal is due 30 days after notification.

September 21st-October 21st
30-day BEAD Adjudication by OBD



Updates

Today’s agenda:

✓ Where we are at in the 
BEAD Challenge 
Timeline

• Updates

• Challenge portal demo 
from AppGeo

• Additional resources

• Questions?



Updates

• OBD BEAD website updates include (mn.gov/deed/programs-services/broadband/bead/)

• Recording of the virtual, 7/15 information session + PowerPoint slides posted

• The CSV file of the unserved and underserved locations used to prepare the preliminary list 
of BEAD eligible locations for the Broadband Navigator/Challenge Portal as of July 2024

• Additional resources for using and registering for the BEAD Challenge portal

• Updated draft of Volume 2 from July 15th curing

• Recordings of the AppGeo portal demo from this and future office hours will be uploaded to 
the webpage, along with the PowerPoint slides, aim to have posted within 24 hours after 
the office hours

mn.gov/deed

https://mn.gov/deed/programs-services/broadband/bead/


Challenge 
portal 
demo
from

AppGeo

Today’s agenda:

✓ Where we are at in the 
BEAD Challenge 
Timeline

✓ Updates

• Challenge portal demo 
from AppGeo

• Additional resources

• Questions?



Additional 
resources

Today’s agenda:

✓ Where we are at in the 
BEAD Challenge 
Timeline

✓ Updates

✓ Challenge portal demo 
from AppGeo

• Additional resources

• Questions



Resources

• Sign up for the OBD emails:
mn.gov/deed/programs-
services/broadband/contact/

• Keep an eye on the OBD webpage 
for the latest information and 
resources on BEAD: 
mn.gov/deed/programs-
services/broadband/bead/

mn.gov/deed

https://mn.gov/deed/programs-services/broadband/contact/
https://mn.gov/deed/programs-services/broadband/contact/
https://mn.gov/deed/programs-services/broadband/bead/
https://mn.gov/deed/programs-services/broadband/bead/


Upcoming office hours

• Next week: Thursday July 25th at 2pm

• Registration links for upcoming 
sessions:

• Will be added to the OBD website by the 
end of the week

• Sent out in an email blast to the Broadband 
list serv early next week

• And added to the registration page for this 
session

mn.gov/deed



Minnesota's Federal Program Officer

Tom Karst (he/him)

• Federal Program Officer, Office of Internet Connectivity and Growth (OICG)

• National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA), 
US Department of Commerce

• Email: TKarst@NTIA.gov

• For more information on NTIA’s: InternetForAll.gov

mn.gov/deed

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2FTKarst%40ntia.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAnna.Norcutt.Preuss%40state.mn.us%7C1cd18ac32d5a4d6e539a08dc9f8bba34%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C638560669679459179%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bsLHKbNkbpTrjy8MMjjLnFDZqMRe65OlVL2mI%2BxSTAY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Finternetforall.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAnna.Norcutt.Preuss%40state.mn.us%7C1cd18ac32d5a4d6e539a08dc9f8bba34%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C638560669679471961%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nTq1eZXGtx%2BYM51Yp7I2umE5giHVxCh7khRzurqGR3E%3D&reserved=0


deed.broadband@state.mn.us

(651) 259-7610

Contact Information

mn.gov/deed

mailto:deed.broadband@state.mn.us
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