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Our southwest Minnesota region

 18 counties and 2 Native 
nations
– Grey dots are our tribal 

communities
 4 communities with 10,000+ 

population
 Of the 7.9 million acres that 

make up our region, 6.2 
million or 78% is tillable 
farmland

Minneapolis/St. Paul

Sioux Falls, South Dakota



Our history



Minnesota Initiative Foundations



Our unique role: 
Rural Development Hubs

 Think and work “Region”
 Trusted in the region
 Take the long view.
 Bridge across issues and siloes 
 Systems-level approach
 Collaboration is essential
 Flex, innovate and take and tolerate risk
 Accountable to the whole community

Aspen Institute Community Strategies Group. (May 2019). “Rural Development Hubs: 
Strengthening America’s Rural Innovation Structure.” 



Our work today



Questions?



Let’s stay connected!

Briana Mumme
brianam@swifoundation.org

swifoundation.org
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